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DI SABLED LI VESTOCK: PROCEDURES FOR HUVANE HANDLI NG FROM Tl ME OF
ARRI VAL AT OFFI Cl AL ESTABLI SHVENT PREM SES UNTI L SLAUGHTER

PART ONE- - BASI C PROVI SI ONS
l. PURPOSE
This directive provides FSIS VM>s and i nspectors with inspection procedures
for ensuring the humane handling of disabled |ivestock by official
est abl i shnment enpl oyees fromthe tine the livestock enter official
establi shnment premses until the tinme they are slaughtered by hunane
met hods.
1. CANCELLATI ON

MPI Manual Subpart 9.10
MPlI Bul letin 82-22

L1l [ RESERVED]
| V. REFERENCES
Humane Met hods of Sl aughter Act of 1978;
sections 304.2, 308.1, 308.3, 309.1(b), 309.2(b); Part 313;
sections 314.1 and 314.3 of the Meat and Poultry Inspection
Regul ati ons.
V. ABBREVI ATI ONS

I1C | nspector in Charge
VMO Veterinary Medical Oficer

VI. DEFI NI TI ONS
A Anmbul at ory Di sabl ed Livestock: Livestock capabl e of wal ki ng but

wi th physical inpairnment such as central nervous system signs,
| ameness, blindness, and simlar conditions.

B. Humane Handl i ng: Handl i ng and sl aughter practices that cause a
m ni mrum of excitenent, pain, injury, or disconfort to |ivestock.
C. Non- Anmbul at ory Di sabl ed Li vestock: Livestock that cannot rise

froma recunbent position (downer) or that cannot wal k, including, but
not limted to, those with broken appendages, severed tendons or
| igaments, nerve paralysis, or mlk fever.

D. Sufficient Personnel: Establishment personnel who, in the opinion



VII.

of the FSIS VMO or inspector, are physically capable of restraining
livestock that need to be restrained for the safety of Agency
personnel and the humane handling of anbul atory and non-anbul atory
di sabl ed Iivestock.

E. Sui t abl e Equi pnent: Establishment equi pnent that is, in the
opinion of the FSI'S VMO or inspector, capable of enabling
establ i shment personnel to nove non-anbul atory disabled |ivestock with
a mnimum of excitenent, pain, or injury. For exanple: forklift or
bobcat -type vehicles and self-propelled tractors capable of pulling
stone boats (sleds) or simlar conveyances, those conveyances

t hensel ves, and hol di ng chutes; a voltneter or other suitable

equi pnent which is capable of verifying voltage of electric prods
attached to AC current.

F. Sui tabl e Restraints: Establishnment-provided restraints which are,
in the opinion of the FSIS VMO or inspector, capable of preventing
injury to Agency personnel when perform ng ante-norteminspection and
m nim zing excitenent, pain, or injury to |ivestock upon novenent.

For exanpl e: hol ding chutes, squeeze pens, and sw ngi ng gates.

PQLI CY

Aut hori zed FSI'S VM3s and inspectors nonitor disabled |Iivestock
handl i ng procedures carried out by official establishment enployees to
ensure that |ivestock that show signs of physical inpairnment or that
are non-anbul atory are set apart and humanely sl aughtered. They al so
ensure that the official establishnment has adopted humane handling and
sl aughter practices for all |ivestock in accordance with the Humane
Met hods of Sl aughter Act of 1978.

Consci ous di sabled |ivestock cannot be dragged; however, they may be
noved to the designated covered area or pen with sufficient personnel
and suitable equipnent for ante-norteminspection. FSIS has no

regul atory authority over livestock on transport vehicles, which are
not considered to be prem ses of the "official establishment.” |If
sufficient personnel and suitable equipnent cannot be provided by the
official establishment, the livestock nust be humanely killed before
movenent on the official establishnent prem ses, condemed, and

di sposed of in accordance with FSIS regul ati ons.

Unconsci ous di sabl ed |ivestock cannot receive ante-norteminspection.
They must be humanely killed, condemed, and di sposed of in accordance
with FSIS regul ati ons.

PART TWO- - HUMANE HANDLI NG OF DI SABLED LI VESTOCK
PRI OR TO SLAUGHTER

GENERAL FSI S | NSPECTI ON PROCEDURES FOR ENSURI NG



HUMANE HANDLI NG OF DI SABLED LI VESTOCK
A. Disabled Livestock [general].
FSI S personnel wll:

1. Grant perm ssion for novenent of disabled Iivestock on the
of ficial establishnment prem ses after establishnent has provided
sufficient personnel and suitable equipnment to ensure humane
handl i ng.

2. Moni tor di sabled Iivestock handling procedures carried out
by establishnment enpl oyees to ensure humane handling of disabled
livestock fromthe tinme that |ivestock enter the prem ses of the
official establishnment until they are humanely sl aughtered.

3. Ensure that establishnment provides sufficient personnel to
handl e (separate, nove, and restrain) disabled livestock with a
m ni mum of excitenent, injury, and disconfort.

4. Ensure that establishnent managenent provi des equi pnent and
restraints suitable for humanely noving and restraining disabl ed
i vestock and other livestock unable to nove.

5. Ensure that facilities are acceptable and are maintained in
good conditi on:

a. Li vest ock pens, driveways, and ranps free from sharp
corners, sharp or protrudi ng objects, |oose boards or broken
pl anki ng, and unnecessary openi ngs where |ivestock may be
i njured.

b. Slip resistant floors, cleated ranps, and sand for
use during wnter nonths are exanples of acceptable
construc-tion and mai nt enance.

C. Covered pens sufficient, in the opinion of the
VMY i nspector, to protect U S. Suspect |ivestock (dying,
di seased, and di sabled) from adverse clinmatic conditions
while awaiting disposition, after establishnment personnel
have separated them from normal anbul atory ani mal s.

d. Sufficient space in holding pens to prevent
overcrowdi ng that m ght cause livestock to slip, fall, or
beconme injured and to allow |livestock held overnight to lie
down.

e. Protective padding or other soft surface where
needed to absorb shock and m nim ze pain and injury when
unl oadi ng di sabled livestock fromtransport vehicles. For
exanpl e: foam rubber pads, wood shavi ngs, sand, or straw.



6. Ensure that establishnent personnel separate disabled
livestock fromnormal anbulatory |ivestock and place the disabl ed
Iivestock in appropriate covered pens.

7. Ensure that establishnent personnel drive anbul atory
livestock with a m ni mum of excitenent and di sconfort.

a. Li vest ock shall not be driven faster than a nor nal
wal ki ng speed.

b. El ectric prods, canvas sl appers, or other inplenents
used to drive aninmals shall be used as little as pos-sible.
Electric prods attached to AC current shall be reduced to
the I owest effective voltage not to exceed 50 volts AC, as
verified with a voltneter or other suitable equipnent.

C. Pi pes, sharp objects, or other itenms which would
cause injury or unnecessary pain to the aninmal shall not be
used to drive livestock.

8. Ensure approved stunning nethods are applied to |ivestock
prior to being shackled, hoisted, thrown, cast, or cut.

9. Ensure that any disabled |livestock are protected from
adverse weat her conditions after they enter official

establishment premses. In addition, livestock shall have access
to water in all holding pens and, if held |onger than 24 hours,
access to feed.

10. Ensure that any livestock stunned w thout receiving ante-
nortem i nspecti on be humanely killed, condemed, and di sposed of
in accordance with FSI'S regul ati ons.

11. Ensure that establishnment personnel tag as "U. S. Suspects”
all seriously crippled, disabled and downer |ivestock that need
further observation before slaughter. "Suspects" shall remain
identified until ante-nortem and post-norteminspections and
proper dispositions have been made. Tags will be renoved only by
Agency personnel .

12. Ensure that establishnment personnel tag as "U. S. Rejected"
any equi pnent, wal kways, ante-nortem pens, or other areas if
their construction, naintenance, or use contribute to the
i nhumane handling of |ivestock. Tagged itens or areas wll not
be used and tags wll not be renoved by Agency personnel until
t he establishnment operator has provided satisfactory assurances
that the situation will be corrected.

13. FSIS inspection personnel will stop slaughter operations
whenever any instance of humane handling or slaughter regul ations



violation is observed.
The VMO wi | | :

14. Permt stunning and renoval for slaughter of "U S. Suspect”
livestock that have passed ante-nortem i nspection to prevent
further suffering.

B. Movenent of Anbul atory Di sabl ed Livest ock.

FSI'S personnel wll:

1. Ensure that establishnment personnel handl e and nove
di sabled Iivestock with a m ni mum of excitenent and disconfort.
2. Ensure that establishnment personnel avoid condi-tions that

may cause livestock to slip or fall while in wal kway or chute.
C. Movenent of Non- Anbul atory Di sabl ed Li vest ock.
FSI S personnel wll:

1. Ensure that, after livestock have been renoved fromthe
transport vehicles, sufficient establishnment personnel use
sui tabl e equi pnent and restraints to nbve consci ous non-
anbul atory disabled livestock to the designated ante-nortem areas
or pens in a humane manner.

The VMO wi | | :
2. Exam ne all disabled |ivestock, including "downers" and
t hose that show signs of trauma, in designated ante-nortem areas
or pens.

D. Notifications and Reports
FSI S personnel wll:

1. Noti fy establishment nanagenent of the reasons for taking
action whenever a violation of humane handling, stunning, or
sl aughter is observed and the equi pnent or areas where the
i nci dent occurred has been tagged as "U S. Rejected.” |If the
situation is corrected by the establishnment and assurances,
acceptable to the I1C, are received that it will not recur, FSIS
i nspection personnel will renove tags and permt slaughter
operations to resune.

2. Ref er any incident that is not resolved at the
establishment |evel to the next higher |evel of FSI'S supervision.

3. Prepare a witten report of the incident, in either case.



The report will be conpleted by the 11 C and sent through proper
channels to the Area Supervisor, who will maintain a file on the

incident. The IICs witten report will include:
a. Nat ure of the violation.
b. Nane of establishnment operator who was notified.
C. Length of tine operations were stopped in any tagged
ar eas.
d. Corrections nade or assurances given.
e. | ndi cati on of whet her problens were resolved at
establishment |evel or referred to higher FSI'S supervision.
4. Area Supervisors will maintain a file of the reports of

viol ati ons of inhumane handling, stunning, or slaughter
requi renents.

1. SUFFI CI ENT PERSONNEL

The FSI'S VMO or inspector will ensure that the establishnment provides
sufficient personnel who are physically capable of noving and restraining
livestock that need to be restrained for the humane handling of anbul atory
and non-anbul atory livestock and the safety of Agency personnel.

[11. SU TABLE EQU PMENT AND RESTRAI NTS
A Equi prent :

1. Ensure that establishnment provides, properly main-tains,
and uses suitable equi pnent to humanely nove di sabl ed |ivestock.
Sui t abl e equi pnent includes, but is not limted to: holding
chutes, forklift or bobcat-type vehicles, stone boats (sleds),
self-propelled tractors capable of pulling sleds or simlar
conveyances, wheeled carts, or any other such equi pnent
appropriate for the heights, distances, and the type of |ivestock
to be noved.

2. Ensure that sleds, wheeled carts, or any other equi pnment
whet her self-propelled or pulled by other vehicles are strong and
| ar ge enough so disabled |livestock can be noved in a humane
manner .

3. Ensure that establishnment provides and properly maintains a
vol tneter or other suitable equi pnent capable of verifying
voltage of electric prods attached to AC current.

4. Ensure that equipnent is maintained in a clean condition.

B. Restraints.



1. Ensure that establishnent provides, properly maintains, and
uses suitable restraints to humanely restrain disabled Iivestock
bei ng noved or inspected and to prevent injury to FSIS personnel.

2. Ensure that restraints used to protect disabled aninmals and
FSI S personnel are maintained in a clean condition.

W S. Horne
Deputy Adm ni strator
| nspection Operations



